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To the READER. 


4 HIS Diſcourſe e was — 
publiſhed in Three Papers, in 
the 2 5 Miſcellany; but a well 
diſpoſed Gentleman in the Ile of 
Wight havin _— confidered, that it 
might be e more extenſively ſer- 
viceable to the Publick, among the 
lower People, thought proper to re- 
print it for the by of the two So- 
cieties for propagating the Goſpel, and 
promoting Chriſtian Knowledge; and 
to them be has given almoſt all the 
Copies, He was pleaſed with tbe 
Per formance himſelf, and he thought 
there might be many others to whom 
it would be acceptable, and therefore 
be was willing to hope, that the re- 
publiſhing of it might do ſome good. 
And this he believes will be a ſufficient 
Excuſe for bim, as he could have no 
other end to gain by it, than that it 
might be ſubſervient to the Cauſe of 
Religion and Virtue; and if it ſhould 
be will think himſelf amply reward- 
ed for bis Expence and Trouble. 
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PLAIN DISCOURSE 


On the TRUTH of the 
Chriſtian Religion &c. 


DMIRABLE Diſcourſes and learn- 
ed Diſſertations have been publiſh'd in 
Defence of our Faith ; but, by I know 

not what wrong Policy, or thro' an idle Fear, 

that we ſhould infuſe Difficulties in People's 

Heads, which would otherwiſe never have diſ- 

turb'd them, the middle Sort of Mankind have 

been left too much neglected, and, as we have 
ſeen by fatal Experience, too much expos'd to 
theAttack of the Enemy. Nor is it at all ſtrange, 
that thoſe who never knew why they were 

Believers, ſhould, on very eaſy Terms, be- 

come Unbelievers. This Reflection may in- 

deed tend to abate the Pride of their Perverters, 
but it no way leſſens their own Danger, or the 

ill Influence ſuch wicked Principles muſt have 

on the Peace and Happineſs of Mankind. 

Biſhop Burnet fixes the Ara of Infidelity, 

both in England and — about the 

| 0 


(2 ] 

of the Civil Wars; and, I think he pitches up- 
on Lord Herb of C—b—y as the firſt Man 
of Conſequence that appear'd on that Side of 
the Queſtion. I have been inform'd, that on 
his Death-bed he was very defirous of receiving 
the Sacrament from the Hands of an eminent 
Divine, who had the honeſt Courage to re- 
fuſe him his Requeſt, unleſs he would recant 
the Books he had wrote in Prejudice of Re- 
ligion. But that was a Sacrifice too great to 
be made by an Heart ſo full of Pride and Va- 
nity. He could not conſent thus Halt and 
thus Maim'd to enter into the Kingdoin of 
Heaven; and perhaps it is eaſier for ſome Men 
to ſlay their real Children, than to deſtroy 
thoſe Offsprings of their Wit, which with 
more than Motherly Tenderneſs they have 
nurs' d up as the Darling of their Soul. The 

fond Obſtinacy however of this noble Perſon, 
produc'd one good Effect: It put the eminent 
Divine, his Friend, upon conſidering how to 
ſpread an Antidote as wide as his Poiſon, and 
upon ſupplying thoſe Readers (who were not 
capable of purſuing the ſtricter Methods of 
Reaſoning) with ſuch a ſeries of moral Probabi- 
lity, ſtrong in themſelves, and many in Num- 
ber, as mg be an immoveable Baſis for their 
future Belief, tho' they might not be able to 
unravel every Difficulty, with which ingenious 
Men can perplex this or any other Argument. 
How well he has ſucceeded muſt be left to the 
World to Judge but 1 am not apprehenfive 
that I need aſk any Favour in his Behalf, un- 
| 3 leſs 
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leſs it be ſome Allowance for the Peculiarities 
of his Style, which eighty Vears ago perhaps 
wanted no Excuſe. The Title of the Piece, 
which this Preface introduces was as follows: 


An Inſtance of moral Demonſtration, or a 
Connexion of Probabilities, proving that 
the Religion of Feſus Chriſt is from God. 


“This Diſcourſe of all the Diſputables 
in the World, ſhall require the feweſt Things 
to be granted; even nothing but' what was 
evident, even nothing but the very Subject of 
the Queſtion, v;z. That there was ſuch a Man 
as Jeſus Chriſt, that he pretended ſuch Things, 
and taught ſuch Doctrines: For he that will 
prove theſe Things to be from God, muſt be 

allow'd that they were from ſomething or o- 
ther. But this Poſtulate I do not aſk for Need, 
but for Order's fake and Art; for what the 
Hiſtories of that Age report as a publick affair, 

as one of the moſt eminent Tranſactions of the 
World, that which made fo much Noiſe, 
which canfed ſo many Changes, which occaſi- 


J on'd ſo many Wars, which divided ſo many 
: Hearts, which alter d ſo many Families, which 
a procur'd ſo many Deaths, which obtain'd ſo 
r many Laws in Favour, and ſuffered ſo man 

* Reſcripts in the Disfavour of itſelf; that which 
8 was not done in a Corner, but was thirty-three 
. Vears and more in acting; which cauſed ſo 
E many Sects, and was oppoſed by ſo much Art 
e and ſo much Power, that it might not grow, 
1= which fl'd the World with Noiſe, which af- 
JC 83 B 2 fected 


[4] 


fected ſuch great Changes in the Bodies of 
Men by curing the Diſeaſed, and ſmiting the 
Contumacious or the Hypocrites, which drew 
ſo many Eyes, and fill'd ſo many Tongues, 
and employ'd ſo many Pens, and was the Care 
and the Queſtion of the whole World at that 
time, and immediately after; that which was 
conſign'd by publick Acts and Records of 
Courts, which was in the Books of Friends and 
Enemies, which came accompanied and re- 
marked with Eclipſes and Stars, and Prodigies of 
Heaven and Earth, that which the Fews even 
in Spite, and againſt their Wills, confeſs d, and 
which the witty Adverſaries intending to over- 
throw, could never ſo much as challenge of 
want of Truth in the Matter of Fa& and 
Story; that which they, who are infinitely 
concerned that it ſhould not be believ'd, or 
more that it had never been, do yet only la- 
bour to make it to appear not to have been Di- 
vine: Certainly this Thing is fo certain that 
it was, that the Defenders of it need not account 
it a Kindneſs to have it preſuppos'd ; for never 
was any Story in the World, that had ſo many 
Degrees of Credibility, as the Story of the Per- 
ſon, Life and Death of Jeſus Chrift : And, 
if he had not been a true Prophet, yet that he 
was in the World, and ſaid and did ſuch 
Things, cannot be deny'd : For even concern- 
ing Mahomet, we make no Queſtion but he 
was in the World, and led a great Part of 
Mankind after him, and what was leſs prov'd 
we infinitely believe; and what all Men fay, 
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1 
and no Man denies, and was notorious in itſelf, 
of this we may make farther Enquiries, whe- 
ther it was all that which it pretended; for 
that it did make Pretences, and was in the 
World, needs no more Probation. 

But now, whether Jeſus Chriſt was ſent 
from God, we are to take Accounts from all 
the Things which were in him, about him, or 
from him. Confider firſt his Perſon: He was 
foretold by all the Prophets, as appears by the 
Correſpondencies of their Sayings to his Per- 
fon : He was deſcrib'd by infallible Characters, 
which fitted him, and him only, at leaſt all of 
them cannot be brought to concentre in any 
other Perſon. He was born in the Fullneſi of 
Time, for the Meſiab was expected at the 
Time when Jeſus did appear. Hence the 
Godly then waited for him, and hop'd to live 
till the Time of his Revelation ; and they did 
fo, and with a Spirit of Prophecy, which their 
own Nation confeſs'd, glorified God at the 
Revelation. The Expectations of him at that 
Time was fo publick, that it gave Occaſion to 
divers Impoſtors to abuſe the Credulity of the 
People in pretending to be the Meſiab. At 
his Birth a ſtrange Star appear'd, which guided 
the wiſe Chaldees to worſhip him with Gifts, 
And this Star was no Secret, it troubled all the 
Country, it put Herod upon ſtrange Arts of 
Security, and effected a fad Tragedy acciden- 
tally ; for it occaſion'd the Death of all the 
Babes in and about Bethlehem. This is that 
Feſus, at whoſe Preſence, before he was born, 

B3 | a Babe 


IL 6 
a Babe in his Mothers Womb did leap for 
Joy, who was alſo a Perſon extraordinary 
imſelf, conceiv'd in his Mother's old Age, 
after a long Barrenneſs, ſignified by an Angel 
in the Temple to his Father, who was ſtruck 
Dumb for not believing it : This all the Peo- 
le ſaw, and his Kindred were Witneſſes of 
is Reſtitution. The Child was nam'd by an 
Angel, and declar'd to be the Forerunner of 
Teſus, as was foretold by one of the old Pro- 
phets, For the whole Story of the Me/tab is 
a Chain of Providence and Wonder, every 
Link of which is a Verification of a Prophecy, 
and all of it is that Thing, which from Adam 
to the Birth of Fe/us was pointed at by all the 
Prophets, whoſe Words in him paſs'd perfect- 
ly into the Event. He was learned without a 
Maſter, a Man without Age, diſputing in the 
Sanctuary at twelve Years old. He was a So- 
journer in Egypt, becauſe the poor Infant of 
an. indigent Mother, was a formidable Rival 
to a potent King; which Fear could ariſe 
from nothing but the Prophecies of this Child, 
the Sayings of the Learned, the Journey of 
the Wiſe-men, and the Decrees of God, This 
bleſſed Perſon made thus excellent, was yet 
pleas'd: for. thirty Years together, to live an 
humble, laborious, . and obſcure Life, and then 
his Perſon was wholly admirable; for he was 
uſher'd into the World by the Voice of a loud 
Crier in the Wilderneſs, a Perſon auſtere and 
Wiſe, of a ſtrange Life, full of Holineſs, and 
a great Preacher of Righteouſneſs, a Man 
ES 1 þeliey'd 
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believ d by all the People that he came from 
God, who, on that Account, gather'd Diſciples 
publickly, and baptiz'd all the Country, yet 
this Man fo great, ſo rever'd, fo follow'd, fo 
liſten'd to by King and People, pointed out 
Jeſus to the People, telling them that he muſt 
increaſe, and himſelf from all that Fame retire 
to give him Place. When he receiv'd him to 
Baptiſm, God declar'd by a Voice from Hea- 
ven, that he was his Son. This Voice was 
a known and accepted way of divine Revela- 
tion under the Second Temple, it being the 
Teſtimony by which God made all Extraor- 
dinaries to be credible to his People from the 
Days of Ezra to the Death of that Nation ; 
and that there was ſuch a Voice then, and di- 
vers times after, was as evident as Things of 
that Nature can ordinarily be made. For if 
the Report of honeſt and juſt Men, fo reputed, 
may not be accounted ſufficient to make Faith, 
where there is no Pretence of Men to the con- 


trary, there could be no Story tranfmitted to 


us, no Records kept, no Acts of Court, no 
Narratives of the Days of old, no Traditions 
of our Fathers, in ſhort no Inſtrument left in 
Nature, whereby God could, after the man- 
ner of Men, declare his Will to us. He muſt - 
not only tell it once, but always; and not only 
aluays to ſome Men, but always to all Men; 
and then, as there would be no Uſe of Hiſto- 
ry, Faithfulneſs, or Honeſty among Men, ſo 
there would be a perpetual Neceſſity of Mi- 
racles from God, „ | 
3 B4 PEE 
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T need not ſpeak of the vaſt Number of 
Miracles which he wrought ; Miracles which 
were not more Demonſtrations of his Power, 
than of his Mercy ; for they had nothing of 
Pompouſneſs and Oſtentation, but infinitely of 
Charity and Mercy, and that permanent and 
laſting, and often ; he open'd the Eyes of the 
Blind, he made the Crooked Strait, he made 
the Weak Strong, he cured Fevers with the 
Touch of his Hand, and an Iſſue of Blood with 
the Hem of his Garment, and Sore Eyes with 
the Spittle of his Mouth and the Clay of the 
Earth; he multiply'd the Loaves and Fiſhes, 
he raiſed the Dead to Life, a young Maiden, 
the Widow's Son of Nain, and Lazarus, and 
caſt out Devils by the Word of his Mouth, 
which he could never do but by the Power 
of God. For Satan does not caſt out Satan, 
nor a Houſe fight againſt itſelf, if it means to 
ſtand long; and yet the Devil confeſſes him- 
ſelf conquer'd by Jeſus, and tormented, as the 
Oracle did to Auguſius Cæſar, and the Devil 
to Feſus himſelf; and we read that Porphy- 
rius, an Heathen, a profeſſed Enemy to Chriſ- 
tianity, did ſay, that fince Fe/us was worſhip. 
ped, the Gods could Te no Man, that is, the 
Gods which they worſhipped ; the poor baf- 
fled, enervated Dæmons. | 
But beſides, that God gave Teſtimony from 
Heaven concerning him, he alſo gave this 
1 of himſelf, becauſe that he did 
vs Will; far he that lives a Life innocent 
and ſimple, prudent and wiſe, holy and un- 


ſuſpected, 


[9] 
ſuſpected, he is certainly by all wiſe Men faid, 
in a good Senſe, to be the Son of God; but he 
who does well, and ſpeaks well, and calls all 
Men to glorify God, and ſerves no other Ends, 

but of Wiſdom of Hearts and Reformation 

of Manners, that Man carries great Authority 
| | in his Sayings, and ought to prevail with good 
Men in good Things for good Ends, which is 
all that is here requir d. But his Nature was 
ſa ſweet, his Manners ſo humble, his Words 
ſo wiſe, his Comportment ſo grave and win- 
ning, his Anſwers ſo ſeaſonable, his Queſtions 
ſo deep, his Reproof fo ſevere and charitable, 
his Pity ſo great, his Preaching ſo full of 
Reaſon and Holineſs, of Weight and Autho- 
rity, his Converſation ſo holy and beneficent, 
his Poverty great, but his Alms frequent, his 
Meekneſs ſo incomparable, his Paſſions with- 
out Difference, ſave only where Zeal or Pity 
carried him on to worthy or apt Expreſſions ; 
a Perſon, who deſpiſed none that came to him 
for Relief ; and as for thoſe that did not he 
went to them ; who ſpent his Days in Preach- 
ing and Healing, and his Nights in Prayer ; 
who was obedient ta Laws, and ſubject to Prin- 
ces, though he was the Prince of Fudea in 
Right of his Mother, and of all the World in 
Right of his Father. The People followed 
him, but he made no Conventions; and when 
they were made, he ſuffer'd no Tumults; when 
they would have made him a King, he with- 
drew himſelf; when he knew they would 
have put him to Death, he offer'd _— 
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he would rather work a Miracle than give Of- 
fence, and yet ſuffer every Offence, rather than 
ſee God diſhonour'd ; he exactly kept the Law 
of Moſes, to which he came to put a Periad, 
and yet choſe to ſignify his Purpoſe only by 
doing Acts of Mercy on their Sabbath, a Cha- 
rity which themſelves would do to Beaſts, 
and yet were angry at him for doing it to their 
Brethren ; and, when, by the Greatneſs of his 
Worth, and the Severity of his Doctrine, by 
the Charity of his Miracles, and the Noiſes of 
the People, by. his immenſe Fame in all. that 
Part of the World, and the Multitude of his 
Diſciples, by his free Reproof of their Hypo- 
eriſy, and his Diſcovery of their falſe Doctrines 
ahd weak Traditions he had branded the Re- 
putation of the vicious Rulers of the People, 
and they reſolv'd to put him to Death; they 
who had the biggeſt Malice, were forced to 
ſupply their want of Articles againſt him by 
making Truth to be his Fault, his Office to 
be his Crime, and his open Confeſſion of what- 
was aſked him to be his Condemnation : and 
yet after all this, they could not perſuade. the 
competent Judge to condemn him, therefore 
they were forc'd to threaten him with Cæſar's 
Name, againſt whom they. would pretend him 
to be an Enemy, tho' in their Charge they 
neither prov'd; nor indeed laid it againſt him; 
and yet to whatſoever they objected he made 
no Return, but his Silence and his Innocence 
were remarkable and evident without Labour 
ar Reply, and needed no more — 

_ | | than 


1 
than the Sun needs an Advocate to prove, 
that he is the brighteſt Star in the Firmament. 
Well, ſo it was, they crucified him, and 
when with an incomparable Sweetneſs and 
exemplary Patience he endur'd Affronts, Inſo- 
lencies, cruel Whippings, and the moſt injuri- 
ous Uſage from thoſe he had oblig'd by all 
Endearments, at laſt he went to Death as to 
the Work which God appointed him, that he 
might become the World's Sacrifice, and the 
great Inſtance of repreſenting by what way the 
World was to be made happy, (even by Suf- 
ferings, and ſo entring into Heaven) that he 
might become the Saviour of his Enemies, the 
Elder Brother of his Friends, and the Lord of 
Glory. Then it was that God gave new Teſ- 
timonies from Heaven; the Sun was eclipſed 
all the while he was upon the Croſs, and yet 
the Moon was in the Full. The Rocks did 
rend, the Veil of the Temple open'd the In- 
cloſures, and made it pervious to the Gentiles 
Eye, the Dead aroſe and appear'd in Feruſa- 
lem to their Friends, the Centurion and divers 
of the People ſmote their Hearts, and were by 
theſe ſtrange Indications convinced that he was 
the Son of God. His Garments were parted, and 
Lots caſt upon his inward Coat; they gave him 
Vinegar and Gall to drink ; they brake not a 
Bone of him, but they pierced his Side with a 
Spear, looking upon hirm whom they had pier- 
ced, according to the Prophecies of him, which 
were ſo clear and deſcended to Minutes and Cit- 
cumſtances of his Paſſion, that there was no- 

thing 
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thing left by which they could doubt whether 
this were he or no who was to come into the 
World: But after all this, that all might be 
finally verified, and no Scruple left, after three 
Days Burial, a great Stone being roll'd to the 
Face of the Grave, and the Stone Seal'd, and 
a Guard of Soldiers placed about it, he aroſe 
from the Grave, and for forty Days together 
converſed with his Followers and Diſciples, and 
beyond all Suſpicion was ſeen of five hundred 
Brethren at once, which is a Number too great 


togive their Conſent and Teſtimony to a Lye, 


and it being ſo publickly and confidently af- 
firmed at the very Time it was done, and for 


ever after urg'd by all Chriſtians, uſed as the 


moſt mighty Demonſtration, proclaimed, 
preached, talked of, even upbraided to the 
Gainſayers, affirmed by Eye- Witneſſes, per- 


ſuaded to the Kindred and Friends, and the 


Relatives and Companions of all thoſe five 
hundred Perſons who were Eye-Witneſles, it 
is infinitely removed from a reaſonable Suſ- 
picion ; and at the End of thoſe Days was 


taken up into Heaven in the Sight of many of 


them, as Elias was in the Preſence of Eliſba. 

Now He, of whom all theſe Things are 
true, muſt needs be more than a mere Man, 
and that they were true, was affirm'd by very 
many Eye-Witneſſes; Men who were inno- 
cent, plain Men ; Men that had no bad Ends 
to ſerve ; Men that logk'd for no Preferment 
by the Thing in this Life ; Men to whom their 
Maſter told they were to expect not Crowns 


and 
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and Scepters, not Praiſe of Men, or wealthy 
Poſſeſſions, not Power and Eaſe, but a volun- 
tary caſting away Care and Attendance upon 
Secular Affairs, that they might attend their 
Miniſtry, Poverty, and Priſons, Trouble and 
Vexation, Perſecution and Labour, Whippings 
and Baniſhment, Bonds and Death; and for 
a Reward they muſt ſtay till a good Day came, 
but that was not to be at all in this World, 
and when the Day of Reſtitution and Recom- 
pence ſhould come, they ſhould never know 
till it came; but upon the Hope of this, and 
the Faith of Jeſus and the Word of God, fo 
taught, ſo conſign'd, they muſt rely wholly 
and for ever. Now let it be confider'd, how 
could Matters of Fact be prov'd better; and 
how could this be any thing but a Reliance 
upon Matters of Fact? What greater Certain- 
ty can we have of any thing that wasever done, 
which we ſaw not or heard not, but by the 
Report of wiſe and honeſt Perſons, eſpecially 
ſince they were ſuch, whoſe Life and Breed- 
ing were ſo far from Ambition and Pompouſ- 
neſs, that, as they could not naturally and 
reaſonably hope for any great Number of Pro- 
ſelytes, ſo the Fame, that could be hop'd for 
amongſt them, as it muſt be a Matter of their 
own procuring, and conſequently uncertain, 
ſo it muſt needs be very inconſiderable, not 
fit to outweigh the Danger and the Loſs, nor 
yet at all valuable by them, whoſe Education 
and Pretences wereagainſt it? Theſe we have 
plentifully. But if theſe Men are _— 
an 
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and united, it is more. Then we have more; 
for fo many did affirm theſe Things which 
they faw and heard, that Thouſands of Peo- 


ple were convinc'd of the Truth of them : But 


then, if theſe Men offer their Oath, it is yet 


more; but yet not fo much as we have; for 


they ſealed thoſe Things with their Blood, 

gave their Life for a Teſtimony ; and 
what Reward can any Man expeR, if he gives 
his Life for a Lye? who ſhall make him 
Recompence? or what can tempt him to do 
it knowingly ? But after all, it is to be re- 
membred, that as God hates Lying, ſo he 


hates Incredulity. As we muſt not believe a 


Lye, ſo neither ſtop up our Eyes and Ears 
againſt Truth? and what we do every Minute 
of our Lives in Matters of little and of great 
Concernment, if we refuſe to do in our Reli- 
gion, which yet is to be conducted as othet 
human Affairs are, by human Inſtruments and 
Arguments of Perſuafion proper to the Nature 
of the Thing, it is an Obſtinacy that is as con- 
trary to human Reaſon as it is to divine Faith. 

Theſe Things relate to the Perſon of the 
holy Jeſus, and prove ſufficiently that it was 
extraordinary, that it was divine, that God was 
in him, that his Power wrought in him ; and 
therefore that it was his Will which Jeſus 
taught, and God ſigned. But then, if nothing 


of all this had been, yet even the Doctrine itſelf 


proves itſelf divine, and to come from God. 
For it is a Doctrine perfective of Nature, 
that teaches us to love God, and to love one 
another, 
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another, to hurt no Man, and to do Good to 
every Man; it propines to us the nobleſt, the 
- bigheſt, and the braveſt Pleaſures of the World; 
the Joys of Charity, the Reſt of Innocence, the 
Peace of quiet Spirits, the Wealth of Bene- 
ficence, and forbids us only to be Beaſts and 
Devils; it allows all that God and Nature in- 
tended, and only reſtrains the Excreſcencies of 
Nature, and forbids us to take Pleaſure in that 
which is the only Entertainment of Devils, in 
Murders and Revenges, Malice and ſpiteful 
Words and Actions; it permits corporal Plea- 
ſures, where they can beſt miniſter to Health 
and Societies, to Converſation of Families, and 
Honour of Communities; it teaches Men to 
keep their Words that themſelves may be ſe- 
cured in all their juſt Intereſts, and to do Good 
to others, that Good may be done to them; 
it forbids biting one another; that we may not 
be devoured by one another; and commands 
Obedience to Superiors, that we may not be 
Tuin'd in Confuſions; it combines Govern- 
ments, and confirms all good Laws, and makes 
Peace, and oppoſes and prevents Wars, where 
they are not juſt, and where they are not ne- 
ceſſary; it is a Religion that is Lite and Spirit, 
not conſiſting in Ceremonies and external A- 
muſements, but in the Services of the Heart, 
and the real Fruit of Lips and Hands, that is, 
of good Words and good Deeds, it bids us to 
do that to God which is agreeable to his Ex- 
cellencies, that is, worſhip him with the beſt 
Thing we have, and make all Things elſe 
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miniſter to it; it bids us do that to our Neigh- 
bour, by which he may be better; it is the 
Perfection of the natural Law, and agreeable to 
our natural Neceſſities, and promotes our na- 
tural Ends and Deſigns; it does not deſtroy 
Reaſon, but inſtructs it in very many Things, 
and complies with it in all, it hath in it both 
Heat and Light, and is not more effectual than 
it is beauteous; it promiſes every thing that 
we can defire, — yet promiſes nothing but 


what it does effect; it proclaims War againſt 


all Vices, and generally does command eve- 

Virtue; it teaches us with Eaſe to mor- 
tify thoſe Affections which Reaſon does ſcarce 
reprove, becauſe ſne hath not Strength enough 
to conquer; and it does create in us thoſe Vir- 
tues, which Reaſon of her/elf never knew, and 
after they are known, could never approve 


fafficiently : it is a Doctrine, in which nothing 
is ſuperfluous or burdenſome, nor yet is there 


any thing wanting which can procure Hap- 
pineſs to Mankind, or by which God can be 
glorified: and if Wiſdom, and Mercy, and 
Juſtice, and Simplicity, and Holineſs, and 
Purity, and Meekneſs, and Contentedneſs, and 
Charity, be Images of God, and Rays of Di- 
vinity, then that Doctrine in which all theſe 
ſhine ſo gloriouſly, and in which nothing elſe 
is ingredient, muſt needs be from God; and 
that all this is true in the Doctrine of Jeſus, 
needs no Proof but the reading the Words. 

For that the Words of Jeſus are contained 
in the Goſpels, that is, in the Writings of them, 
8 who 


(17 ] 
who were Eye- Witneſſes, and Ear-Witneſſes 
of the Actions and Sermons of Jeſus, is not at 
all to be doubted ; for in every Sc& we believe 
their own Records of Doctrine and Inſtituti- 
on; for it is Madneſs to ſuppoſe the Chriſ- 
tians to pretend to be Servants of the Laws 
of Jeſus, and yet to make a Law of their own, 
which he made not: No Man doubts but 
that the Alcoran is the Law of Mabomet, that 
the Old Teſtament contains the Religion of 
the eus; and the Authority of theſe Books 
is proved by all the Arguments of the Reli- 
gion ; for all the Arguments perſuading to the 
Religion are intended to prove no other than 
is contained in thoſe Books; and theſe being 
for fifteen hundred Years and more received 
abſolutely by all Chriſtian Aſſemblies, if any 
Man ſhall offer to make a Queſtion of their 
Authority, he muſt declare his Reaſons ; for 
the Diſciples of the Religion have ſufficient 
Preſumption, Security and Poſſeſſion, till they 
can be reaſdnably diſturbed ; but that now 
they can never be, is infinitely certain, becauſe 
we have a long, immemorial, univerſal Tradi- 
tion, that theſe Books were written in thoſe 
Times, by thoſe Men whoſe Names they bear ; 
they were accepted by all Churches at the 
very firſt Notice ; they were acknowledged 
by the ſame, and by the next Age for genuine, 
their Authority publiſh'd, their Words cited, 
Appeals made to them in all Queſtions of 
Religion, becauſe it was known and confeſſed 


that they wrote nothing, but that they _ 
C 0 
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ſo that they were not deceiy'd, and to ſay 


they would lye, muſt be made to appear by 


Man extrinſecal to this Enquiry, and was 
never ſo much as plauſibly 1 by any 
Adverſaries, and it being a Matter of another 
Man's Will, muſt be declared by Actions, or 
not at all. But beſides, the Men that wrote 
them were to be believed, becauſe they did 
Miracles, they wrote Prophecies, which are 
verified by the Event, Perſons were cur'd at 
their Sepulchres, a Thing ſo famous, that 
it was confeſſed even by the Enemies of the 
Religion, and after all that which the World 
ought to rely upon, is the Wiſdom, and the 


Providence, and the Goodneſs of 'God, all 


which is concern'd to take care that the 
Religion, which himſelf ſo adorned and proved 
by Miracles and mighty Signs, ſhould not be 
loſt, nor any falſe Writing be obtruded in- 
ſtead of true, leſt, without our Fault, the 
Will of God become impoſſible to be obeyed : 
But to return to the Thing, all thoſe excel- 
lent Things which ſingly 15 make famous 
ſo many Sects of Philoſophers, and remarked 
ſo many Princes of their Sects; all them 
united, and many more, which their Eyes, 
dark * dim, could not ſee, are heaped 
together in the Syſtem of Wiſdom and Holi- 
neſs. To conclude, it is ſuch a Law, that 
nothing can hinder Men to receive and en- 
tertain, but a pertinacious Baſeneſs and Love 
to Vice, and none can receive it but thoſe 
who reſolve to be good and excellent; and if 


the 


[19] 
the holy Jeſus had come into the World with 
leſs Splendor of Power and mighty Demon- 
ſtrations, yet even the Excellency -of what 
he taught makes him alone fif to be the 
Maſter of the World. | | 

But then let us confider what this ex- 
cellent Perſon did effect, and with what 
Inſtruments he brought ſo great Things to 
paſs. He was to put a Period to the Rites 
of Moſes, and the Religion of the Temple, 
of which the eus were zealous even un- 
to Pertinacy, to reform the Manners of 
all Mankind, to confound the Wiſdom of 
the Greeks, to break in Pieces the Power 
of the Devil, to deſtroy the Worſhip of all 
falſe Gods, to pull down their Oracles, and 
change their Laws, and, by Principles wiſe 
and holy to reform the falſe Diſcourſes of 
the World. But ſee what was to be taught, 
a Trinity in the Unity of the Godhead, 
that is the Chriſtian Arithmetick ; a Man 
God, and a God Man, the ſame Perſon 
finite and infinite; born in Time, and yet from 
all Eternity ; the Son of God, but yet born of a 
Woman, and ſhe a Maid, but yet a Mo- 
ther; Reſurrection of the Dead, Re- union 


of the Soul and Body; this was Part of 


the Chriſtian Phyſicks, or their natural Phi- 
loſophy; but then certainly their Moral was 
ealy and delicious. . It is ſo indeed; but 
not to Fleſb and Blood, whoſe Appetites it 
pretends to regulate or to deſtroy, to reſtrain, 


or elſe to mortify. Faſting, and Penance, 
| 2 and 
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nd Humility, Loving our Enemies, Reſtitu- 
ton of Injuries, and Self-denial, and Taking 
up the Croſs, and Lofing all cur Goods, and 
Giving our Life for 5 : as the other 
was hard to believe, ſo this is hard to do; 
but for whom, and under whoſe Conduct 
was all this to be believ'd, and all this to 
be done, and all this to be ſuffer'd ? ſure- 
ly for ſome glorious and mighty Prince, 
whoſe Splendor as far out-ſhines the Ro- 
man Empire, as the Jewels of Cleopatra 
out-ſhined the ſwadling Cloaths of the Babe 
at Bethlehem : No, it was not ſo neither; 
for all this was for Jeſus, whom his Fol- 
lowers preached; a poor Babe, born in a 
Stable, the Son of a Carpenter, cradled in 
a Cratch, ſwadled in poor Clouts; it was 
for him whom they indeed called a God, 
but yet whom all the World knew, and 
they themſelves ſaid, was whip'd at a Poſt, 
nail'd to a Croſs; he fell under the Ma- 
lice of the Jeus his Country-men, and the 
Power of his Roman Lords, a cheap and a 
pitiful Sacrifice, without Beauty and with- 
out Splendor. The Deſign is great, but yet 
does not ſeem poſſible; but therefore let us 
ſee what Inſtruments the holy Jeſus choſe 
to effect theſe ſo mighty Changes, to per- 
ſuade ſo many Propoſitions, to endear to 
great ſufterings, to overcome ſo great Ene- 
mies, to maſter ſo many Impoſlibilities, 
which this Doctrine, and this Law, from 
this Maſter, were ſure to meet with. 


Here, 


[ 21 ] 
| Here, here it is, the Divinity of the Pow- 
er is proclaimed; when a Man goes to 
War, — raiſes as great an Army as he can, 
to out- number his Enemy; but when God 
fights, three hundred Men that lap like a 
Dog, are ſufficient; nay, one Word can 
diſſolve the greateſt Army. He that means 
to effect any Thing, muſt have Means of 
his own proportionable; and, if they be not, 
he muſt fail, or derive them from the 
Mighty. See then with what Inſtruments 
the holy Jeſus ſets upon this great Refor- 
mation of the World. Twelve Men of ob- 
ſcure and poor Birth, of contemptible Trades 
and Quality, without Learning, without 
Breeding, theſe Men were ſent into the Midſt 
of a knowing and wiſe World, to diſpute 
with the moſt famous Philoſophers of Greece, 
to out-wit all the Learning of Athens, to 
out- preach all the Roman Orators, to intro- 
duce into a ſettled Empire, which would 
be impatient of Novelties and Change, ſuch 
a Change as muſt deſtroy all their Temples, 
or remove thence all their Gods; againſt 
which Change, all the Zeal of the World, 
and all the Paſſions, and all the ſeemin 

Pretences which they could make, ws: 
needs be violently oppoſed ; a Change that 
introduced new Laws, and caus'd them to 
reverſe the old, to change that Religion, un- 
der which their Fathers long did proſper, 
and under which the Roman Empire ob- 
tain'd ſo great a Grandeur, for a Religion, 


C3 which 
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which in Appearance was filly and humble, 
meek and peaceable, not apt indeed to do 
Harm, but expoſing Men to all the Harm 
in the World, abating their Courage, blunt- 
ing their Swords, teaching. Peace and Un- 
activeneſs, and making the Soldiers Arms in 
a Manner uſeleſs, and untying their mili- 
tary Girdle; a Religion which contradicted 
their Reaſons of State, and erected new Ju- 
dicatories, and made the Roman Courts to 
be ſilent, and without Cauſes; a Religion 
which gave Countenance to the Poor and 
Pitiful (but in a Time when Riches were 

adored, and Ambition eſteemed the greateſt 
Nobleneſs, and Pleaſure thought to be the 
chiefeſt Good) it brought no peculiar Blefl- 
ings to the Rich or Mighty, unleſs they 
would become poor and humble in ſome 
real Senſe or other ; a Religion that would 
change the Face of Things, and would al- 
ſo pierce into the Secrets of the Soul, and un- 
ravel all the Intrigues of Hearts, and re- 
form all evil Manners, and break vile Ha- 
bits into Gentleneſs and Counſel, That /uch 
a Religion, in ſuch a Time, preach'd by ſuch 
mean Perſons, ſhould triumph over the Phi- 
loſophy of the World, and the Arguments 
of the Subtle, and the Sermons of the Eloquent, 
and the Power of Princes, and the Intereſt of 
States, and the Inclinations of Nature, and the 
| Blindneſs of Zeal, and the Force of Cuſtom, 

and the Pleaſures of Sin, and the buſy Arts of 


the Devil, 1. e. againſt Wit, and Power, and 
| Money, 
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Money, and Religion, and Wilfulnefs, and 
Fame, and Empire, which are a the Things 
in the World that can make a Thing im- 
p0ffible, This, I ſay, could not be by the pro- 
per Force of ſuch Inſtruments ; for no Man 
can ſpan . Heaven with an Infant's Palm, 

| nor govern wiſe Empires with Diagrams. 
| It were Impudence to. ſend a Footman to 
command Cæſar to lay down his Arms, 
ö and diſband his Legions, but if a ſober 
Man ſhould ſtand alone unprovided, and 
tell, that he will make the Sun ſtand ſtill, 
8 or remove a Mountain, he that believes he 
. can and will do this, muſt believe he does 
it by an higher Power than he can yet per- 
ceive, and ſo it was in the preſent Tranſ- 
action. For that the holy Jeſus made in- 
viſible Powers do him viſible Honours, that 
his Apoſtles hunted the Dæmons from their 
Tripods, their Navels, their Dens and hol- 
low Pipes, their Temples and their Altars; 
that he made their Oracles filent, as Lucian, 
Porphyry, Celſus, and other Heathens con- 
feſs ; that againſt the Order of new Things, 
which, let them be never ſo good, do yet 
ſuffer Reproach, and cannot prevail, unleſs 
they commence in a Time of Advantage and 
Favour, yet that this ſhould flouriſh, like the 
Palm, by Preflure, grow glorious by Oppo- 
ſition, thrive by Perſecution, and be demon- 
ſtrated by Objections, argues an higher Cauſe 
than the immediate Inſtrument. Now how 
this higher Cauſe did intervene is manifeſt : 
C4 The 
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The Apoſtles were not learned, but the holy Je- 
ſus promiſed he would ſend down W z/dom from 
above; they had no Power, but they ſhould 
be inveſted with Power from on high ; they 
were unlearned and timorous, but be would 
make them learned and confident, and ſo he 
did: He promiſed that in a few Days he 
would ſend the Holy Ghoſt, and ſo he did; 
after ten Days they felt and ſaw the olori- 
ous Emiſſion from Heaven, Lights, of move- 
able Fire fitting upon their Heads, and il- 
luminating their Hearts, and the mighty 
ruſhing Wind inſpir'd them with a Power 
of ſpeaking diverſe Languages, and brougbt- 
to their Remembrances all that Feſus did and 
taught. Hence we juſtly infer the Inſpira- 
tion both of their Sermons and their Writ- 
ings. This Thing was ſo publick, that at 
the firſt Notice of it, three thouſand Souls 
were converted; for it was certainly a viſible 
Demonſtration of an inviſible Power, that 
Perſons, who were never taught, ſhould, in 
an Inſtant, ſpeak all the Languages of the 
Roman Empire; and indeed this Thing was 
ſo neceſſary to be ſo, and fo certain that it. 
was ſo, that it is not eaſy to ſay whether it 
was the Indication of a greater Power, or a 
greater Wiſdom ; and now the Means was 
pro ortionable enough, to the biggeſt End; 
without Learning they could not conſute 
the learned World; but therefore God be- 
came their Teacher : Without Power they 
could not break the Devil's Violence, and 


there- 
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therefore. God gave them Power: without 
Courage they could not conteſt againſt all the 
Violence, of the eus and Gentiles; but there- 
fore God was their Strength. Immediately up- 
on this the Apoſtles, to make a Fulneſs of Con-. 
viction, gave the Spirit to others alſo, to the 
Fews and Gentiles, and Samaritans, and 
ſpake with Tongues and propheſied; then they 
' preached to all Nations, endured all Perſecuti- 
ons, cured all Diſeaſes, raiſed the Dead to Life, 
and were brought before Tribunals, and con- 
feſſed the Name of Jeſus, and convinced the 
blaſphemous Jews out of their own Prophets, 
and not only preyail'd upon Women and weak 
Men, but even upon the braveſt and wiſeſt, 
all the Diſciples of John the Baptiſt, the 
Nazarens and Ebionites, Nicodemus and 
Joſeph of Arimathea, Sergius the Prefident, 
Dionyſius an Athenian Judge, and Polycarp, 
Tuſtin and Irenæus, Athenagoras and Origen, 
Tertullian, and Clement of Alexandria, who 
could not be ſuch Fools as, upon a Matter 
probably falſe, to unravel their former Prin- 
ciples, to change their Liberty for a Priſon, 
| Wealth for Poverty, Honour for Diſreputa- 
tion, Life for Death, if for ſuch. Exchange 
they had not been ſecured of Truth, and; 
Holineſs, and the Will of God. 

But now it is no new Wonder, but a 
Purſuance of the ſame- Conjugation of great: 
and divine Things, that the Religion of 
Jeſus was with ſo incredible Swiftneſs ſcat- 
tered over the Face of all the habitable 


World, 
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World, it filled all Afo iminediately, i 


ed pteſently into Europe, and to the * 
— — and all . Way it went, 
it told nothing but an holy and an humble 

, that He, who came to bring it into 
the world died an ignominons Death, and 
yet this Death did not take away their 
Coutage, but added much; fot they did not 


fear Death for that Maſter whom they knew: 
to have for theit Sakes ſuffered Death, and 
edtne to Life again. But now infinite Num- 
bers of Perſons, of all Sexes, and all Ages, 


and all Countries, became Convetts to this 
Faith, 


th, and he that was crucified in the 
Reign of Tiberius, was in the Time of Nero, 
even in Rome itſelf, and in Nero's Family, 
by many Perſons eſteemed for a God ; and 
it was upon publick Record that be was 


ſo n Vet the Chriſtians were 


ſought for to Puniſhments, and exquiſite 
Pouniſhments were ſought forth for them; 
their Goods were confiſcate, their Names 
odious, Priſons were their Houſes, and ſo 
many Kinds of Tortures invented for them, 
that Domitius Ulpianus hath ſpent ſeven 
Books in deſcribing the Variety of Tor- 


tures the poor Chriſtian was put to at his 


firſt Appearance; and yet in deſpite of all 
this, and ten thouſand other Objections, 
whatſoever was for them made the Reli- 
gion grow, and whatever was againſt them 
made it grow ; if they had Peace the Re- 
ltigion was proſperous ; "if they had Perſecu- 


tion, 
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tion, it was ſtill proſperous: if Princes fa- 
voured them, the World came in becauſe 
the Chriſtians lived holily ; if Princes were 
incenſed, the World came in becauſe the 
Chriftains died bravely, They beheld with 
Joy the Wheels and bended Trees, the 
Racks and Gibbets, the Fires and the 
burning Irons, which were, like the Chair 
of Elias, Inſtruments to carry them to 
Heaven, into -the Boſom of their beloved 
Jeſus. Could a few Fiſhermen and a Pub- 
lican effect all this for the Son of a | pa 
Maiden of Fudza? Can we ſuppoſe fo 


great a Part of Mankind can conſent by ; 


Chance, or ſuffer ſuch Changes for No- 

thing? or for any Thing leſs than this? 
the Son of the poor Maiden was the Son 
of God, and the Fiſhermen ſpake by a di- 
vine Spirit; they catched the World with 
Holineſs and Miracles, with Wiſdom and 
Power bigger than the Strength of all the 


. 


Roman Legions. 


But our bleſſed Lord was not only fore- 
told by all the Prophets, but was himſelf 
a Prophet alſo. While - he was alive, he 
foretold that after his Death his Religion 
ſhould flouriſh ; and yet he foretold Perſe- 
cutions to his Diſciples, he predicted the 
Miſſion of the Holy Ghoſt, and the De- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem, with the Deſigns of 
its Approach, and that it ſhould be by 
War, and particularly, after the manner 
of the Prophets, ſymbolically nam'd the 
Nation ſhoul4 do it, by pointing out the 


Roman 


[ 28 ] 


Roman Eagles. He foretold his own Death, 
and the Manner of it, and plainly before- 
hand publiſh! d his Reſurrection, and told 
them it ſhould be the Sign to that Ge- 
neration, vig. the great Argument to prove 
him to be the Chriſt. He propheſied that 
there ſhould ariſe falſe Chriſts after him, 
and it came to paſs, to the extreme great 
Calamity of the Nation ; and laſtly, he 
foretold that his beloved Diſci ple St. John 
ſhould tarry upon the Earth Gl his com- 
ing to Judgment upon Feruſalem, and that 
his Religion ſhould be received by all Na- 
tions, and ſtay upon the Face of the Earth 
till his laſt coming to judge all the World, 
and that the Gates of Hell ſhould not be 
able to prevail againſt his Church ; which 
Prophecy is made good thus long till this 
Day, and is as a continual Argument to 
julliky the Divinity of the Author. The 
Continuance of the Religion helps to con- 
tinue it; for it proves that it came from 
God, who foretold that it ſhould continue, 
and therefore it muſt continue, becauſe it 
came from God; and therefore it came 
from God, becauſe it does and ſhall con- 
bl tinue for ever, according to his Word. 
1 But after our bleſſed Lord was enter'd 
wk into Glory, the Spirit of Prophecy ſtill con- 
| tinu'd in his Diſciples; Agabus foretold 
the Dearth that was to be in the Roman 
Empire in the Days of Claudius Ceſar, and 
175 that St Paul ſhould be bound at Jeruſa- 
lem, 


Cd 


F 
lem. St Paul foretold the entring in of 

Hereſies into Aſa after his Departure; and 
he, and St Peter, and St Jude, and ge- 
nerally the reſt of the Apoſtles, had two 
great Predictions, which they uſed not only 
as a Verification of the Doctrine of Jeſus, 
but as a Means to ſtrengthen the Hearts 
of the Diſciples, who were ſo broken with 
Perſecution : The one was, that there ſhould 
ariſe a Set of vile Men, who ſhould be 
Enemies to Religion and Government, and 
cauſe a great Apoſtaly, which happen'd 
notoriouſly in the Sect of the Gnoſticks, 
which thoſe three Apoſtles and St John 
manifeſtly and plainly do deſcribe; and the 
other was, that altho' the Jeuiſh Nation 
did mightily oppoſe the Faith, it ſhould be 
but for a while; for they ſhould be de- 
ſtroy'd in a ſhort time, and their Nation 
made extremely miſerable ; but for the Chriſ- 
tians, if they would fly from Jeruſalem, and 
go to Pella, there ſhould not an Hair of 
their Head periſh. The Verification of this 
Prophecy the Chriſtians extremely long'd 
for, and wonder'd it ſtaid fo long, and be- 
gan to be troubled at the Delay, and ſuſ- 
pected all was not well, when the great Proof 
of their Religion was not verified ; and 
while they were in Thoughts of Heart 
concerning it, the. fad * Catalyſis did come, 
and ſwept away Eleven hundred thouſand 
of the Nation; and from that Day forward 
the Nation was broken in Pieces with in- 
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tolerable Calamities ; they are ſeatter'd over 
the Face of the Earth, and are a vagabond 
Nation, but yet, like Oil in a Veſſel of 
Wine, broken into Bubbles, but kept in 
their own Circles, and they ſhall never be 
an united People, till they are Servants of 
the Holy Jeſus; but ſhall remain without 
Prieſt or Temple, without Altar or Sacti- 
fice, without City or Country, without . the 
Land of Promife, or the Promiſe of a 
Bleſſing, till our Jeſus is their High Prieſt, 
and the Shepherd to gather them into his 
Fold: And "this very Thing is a mighty 
Demonſtration againſt the Jews by their 
own Prophets; for when - 1/a:ah wa Tere- 
miab, 1 Malachi had propheſied the Re- 
jection of the Fews, and the Calling of the 
Gentiles, and the Change of the old Law, 
and the Introduction of a new by the Meſ- 
ſias; that this was He, was therefore cer- 
tain, becauſe he taught the World a new 
Law, and preſently after the Publication of 
this, the old was abrogate, .and not only 
went into Deſuetude, but into a total Abo- 
lition among all the World; and for thoſe 
13 of the Remnant of the ſcattered Jews who 
1 obſtinately blaſpheme, the Law is become 
8 impoſſible to them, and they placed in ſuch 
5 Circumſtances, that they need not diſpute 
| concerning its Obligation ; for it being ex- 
7 ternal and corporal, ritual, and at laſt made 
A alſo local, when the Circumſtances are im- 
. , the Law that was wholly ceremo- 
3 | nial 
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njal and circumſtantial, muſt needs paſs-a+ 
way, and when they have Joſt their Prieſt» 
hood, they cannot retain: the Law, 3 vo 
And it is 4, Wonder to gonſider how the 
Anger pf God is gone out upon that mi- 
ſerable People, and that ſo great a Rind- 
neſs is fallen upon them, it being evident 
and notorious, that the Old Teſtament was 
nothing but a Shadow and Umbrage of the 
New; that the Prophecies of that are plain- 
ly verified in this; that all the Predictions 
of the Meſſias are moſt undeniably accom- 
pliſh'd in the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, fo 
that they cannot, with any Plauſibleneſs or 
Colour be turned any other way, and be 
applied to any other Perſon, although the 
Jeus made illiterate Allegations, and pro- 
digious Dreams, by which they have fool- 
ed themſelves for ſixteen hundred Years 
together, and ſtill hope without Reaſon, 
and are confident. without Revelation, and 
purſue a Shadow while "they quit the glo- 

Since therefore Were is u to be 
ſaid for any .ojgher Religion, and /6 ve 
much for Chia, 1 one of whole 
Pretences can be prov'd as well as the 
Things themſelves do require, and as all 
the World expects ſuch Things ſhould be 
prov'd ; it follows, that the Holy Jeſus is 
the Son of God, that his Religion is com- 
manded by God, and is that Way by which 
he will be worſhipped and honoured, _ 
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